Overall
Objectives

+ To encourage commerciali-
zation of Vanuatu-Made
products

+ To consolidate and
strengthen handicraft
product supply chain

+ To encourage value-added
local production
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Young Vanuatu woman weaving local basket

What is Handicraft
Business Development
Program?

A newly developed program aiming to improve
Vanuatu's handicraft sector by developing Vanu-
atu’s economy and maximizing opportunities to
grow the trade of local products thus creating
employment for locals and injecting the substantial
money into the local economy. According to a
handicraft data produced in 2016, the value of the
tourist souvenir and handicraft market is 1.3 bil-
lion vatu. However 90% of the products traded
are imported thus a very large percentage of this
revenue is currently supporting overseas produc-
tion and businesses. This program is funded by
the NZAid under the VSTAP and Australian Aid
Vanuatu Skills Partnership (formerly known TVET)
in collaboration with the Department of Industry.
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‘Aos Blong Handikraf’ &
‘Mahitahi’

The Vanuatu Government has made a commit-
ment to support locally made products by dedicat-
ing the newly re-constructed market houses in
Port Vila for the sale of |

made in Vanuatu goods
only. The two market hous-
es were officially handed ’
over to the Vanuatu Govt on =S —=

the 1st of September 2017 *

and are jointly managed by the HBD Program
under the Department of Industry in partnership
with Port Vila Municipal Council.

Economic Empowerment

We can either choose to buy a man a fish, or
teach a man to fish. By providing skills so that
people can access economic opportunities, we
enable families to provide better future for them-
selves. Income is not only

&= place, you can earn income as
#= well right in your very own
home. However this work
' might take time and requires

Ways Forward
¢ Memorandum Of Understanding

The second MOU Agreement was recently
signed between Department of Industry (GoV)
and PVMC to jointly manage the market hous-
es until 2020 before it is handed over to PVMC
to solely manage.

Handicraft Industry Working Group

The HIWG was established to provide a core
group of knowledgeable industry experts who
can provide business development skills, ex-
perience and assistance relevant to the devel-
opment of the handicraft sector. The objec-
tives of the HIWG are to monitor and evaluate
the implementation of the Program; to guide
and validate interventions put forward by the
Dol; and to provide relevant and technical
advisory support to the implementation of the
Program.

¢ Vanuatu-Made products

Our dream is to ensure that we will increase
our local production, create a change in per-
ception of the industry to become a respected
business opportunity, establish a strong sup-
ply chain from producer to vendor, and most
importantly to have a handicraft market full of
only Made in Vanuatu products.




